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Synopsis

BERLITZ INTERMEDIATE ITALIANAdvance your ltalian today!The perfect follow-up course to
Basic ltalian, Berlitz Intermediate Italian helps language-learners take their language skills to the
next level and get comfortable in conversational situations. Featuring everyday language presented
in the context of high-interest topics, Intermediate Italian consists of six easy-to follow units on three
audio CDs and includes a full-color course book. Includes a free downloadable audio script and a
free Berlitz lesson discount coupon good at any participating Berlitz language center, worldwide.
What Do | Get? *Course book**Variety of language-building activities**Culture and language
tips**Pronunciation activities**Easy-to-understand grammar explanations**Review
exercises**Cumulative tests*3 Audio CDs with native speakersWhat Makes It So Effective? *Listen
to native speakers and engaging, real life conversations*Gain international language skills in
reading, writing, listening and speaking with ease and confidence*Short effective lessons so you Il

never feel overwhelmed*Compatible with your iPodA A® or MP3 devices
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Customer Reviews

Weighty and impressive; just the ticket for any seeking a language program which is

comprehensive. --Midwest Book Review

In January 2003, the renowned Berlitz Publishing became part of the Langenscheidt Group. The

Langenscheidt Publishing Group, the premier group of map and travel companies, offers over 4,000



North American and international street maps, road maps, atlases, language-learning, bilingual

dictionaries, and travel-related products covering countries, cities, and languages in every continent.

I've usedA A Berlitz Premier ltalian (Berlitz Premier), this intermediate package andA A Berlitz
Advanced ltalian. All three were valuable learning tools. Over the past two years, I've used the CDs
in all three packages to supplement what I’'m learning in ltalian school (Parliamo lItaliano in NYC)
and with a private tutor. All the CDs have great dialogues and I've literally spent hundreds of hours
listening to them. They offer two advantages over school: unlimited repetition and an escape from
listening to other students’ mistakes and bad accents. The written material in these packages,
available via download in the 6-CD beginners’ (Premier) pack and included as books in the
intermediate and advanced packages, is decent, but not a substitute for a more structured grammar
book.Advertising for language-learning materials usually promises more or less instant, effortless
results. That's unrealistic with any product. Considering the amount of time I've listened to the
Berlitz CDs and what I've learned from them, | think that they are an incredibly good value.My major
criticism of Berlitz is that they offer a bewildering array of products, many with similar-sounding titles.
The material covered is never explained. They just tell you the number of CDs in the package,
which in itself doesn’t mean anything. In fact, | would say that most of the CDs run around 25-30
minutes, less than half of their capacity. Berlitz needs to hire a product manager who can rationalize
the brand’s various offerings and define a clear path for people who really want to learn Italian, as
opposed to just restaurant or travel ltalian.Still, regardless of the brand’s muddled marketing, the

actual Berlitz audio products are quite good.

| am very pleased with Berlitz’s products. Of all the other learning systems I've tried (electronic and
book) Berlitz has been my go to product for learning languages. Granted, the Basic Italian and
Intermediate Italian books (the counterpart of Intermediate Italian, is Berlitz’'s Basic Italian. Its cover
is similar, but different picture and wording) have only two tests per book. Berlitz could have gone
into more depth of quizzing the student(s) to help them learn ltalian to the max, and concentrate
more on grammar instead of basic phrases for the lessons. However, the "helpful tips" sometimes at
the end of each lesson helps to clear up any grammar questions and things of the like.~Shiruba

Rose

| bought this with the basic and was so disappointed with the basic, | never opened the

intermediate. It is basically an upgrade (to CD’s) the "Listen to me pronounce the words" system



commonly available on cassette tapes 20 years ago. Mine is still unopened, so I'll probably put it on

soon. I'll be traveling to Italy this summer using my phrase book again!

If you a serious about learning Italian, you must get this. This product is with the Berlitz touch, well

done and even somewhat fun. To the point, had phrases that you can use.

| thought | would be able to learn Italian while driving in my car. However, you need to follow the
Course Book while listening to the CD. It defeated my purpose of learning while driving. | gave it two
stars because | could still learn some of the language without the book, but I'm going to return it

anyway.

For each lesson you first listen to an audio clip, repeat, then do around 4 short (5~ question)
exersices for each lesson. Chapters are broken down into lessons. You can download a free PDF
transcript from their website. The actual book only contains very small parts of the dialogue in the
CD, not the whole transcript. The book is very well made. It has glossy, thick pages. The cardboard
box contains the 1 book and 3 CDs. Intermediate Italian doesn’t have any pronunciation charts, but
Basic ltalian does have one lesson for pronunciation.Now for the bad. The dialogue is not always
the same as the PDF transcript. For example: dialogue says "nel Piemonte", while you'll find "in
Piemonte" in the transcript. In one particular dialogue, the actress mumbled and pronounced "vi
laghi" instead of "i laghi" and "la riviera ligura" instead of "la riviera ligure". In the storyline the
actress is supposed to be a tourist in Italy, so maybe she mispronounced on purpose or they hired a
foreigner as an actress.Berlitz Italian is not perfect, but it’s the best you can get. At least Berlitz
doesn’t use Anglosized pronunciation charts like other language learning sources (Living
Languages is one example). This book/CD would be perfect if they utilized IPA and double checked

the audio for incompetent actors.| will continue using products by Berlitz.
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